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Obama’s sequestration cuts loomed over the 
nation briefly before being enacted on March 1. 
In 2013 alone there will be federal spending cuts 
totaling $85 billion, which is making educators 
squirm. The National Indian Education Associa-
tion, a nonprofit that advocates for the education 
of Native American students, says that across 
the nation, budget cuts totaling more than $60 
million will carve into key programs, affecting the 
operations of 710 schools serving primarily Na-
tive American students. In total, about 115,000 
Native American students will be impacted. 

Native American students often live on reserva-
tions where the federal government cannot as-
sess property taxes, which are used to contribute 
to the running and maintaining of educational 
facilities. In place of those property taxes, there 
is Impact Aid, which is a program of the Depart-
ment of Education that provides funds to offset 
the money that otherwise would have come from 
property taxes. According to a three-part series 
from the Indian Country Today Media Network, 
journalist Tanya Lee states that Impact Aid was 
immediately affected by the cuts; this type of loss 
will have an impact on Native American students 
from birth through college. 

Of all the states, Arizona receives the most Im-
pact Aid, reports Lee. Debra Norris is the associ-
ate superintendent of Native American Education 
and Outreach for the Arizona Department of 
Education. 

“Native American students are experiencing a 
large achievement gap at the same time that 
[state] standards are being raised. As Common 
Core is put into effect, there will be more math 
and science requirements for graduation. All of 
these things mean increased needs for Native 
American students.”

Aside from the direct effect of cutting Impact Aid, 
there are further complexities that are not easily 
resolved. For those Native Americans living on In-
dian reservations, typically in remote, rural areas, 
access to transportation and in turn, education, is 
limited. The US Census Bureau reports that about 

one-third of Native Americans live on reservation 
land and are disadvantaged when it comes to ac-
cess to higher education. 

CNN’s Dan Merica reported that reported that 
Gallup-McKinley County School District, in New 
Mexico, is struggling under the cuts of Impact Aid 
due to its proximity and the high numbers of Na-
tive American students within the district. 

“We aren’t going to be able to educate them in 
the way we would like to because we don’t have 
the funds to do it,” district-leader Ray Arsenault 
told CNN. Arsenault’s furthest school in Gallup-
McKinley is 103 miles away. 

“I bus three million miles a year to get the stu-
dents to and from school,” Arsenault said of the 
district. 

The distance and thus the need for transporta-
tion means that consolidating programs is not 
possible, and areas including library budgets will 
likely be slashed in the coming school year. 

Similar problems are occurring for Jeff Bisek, 
superintendent of the Mahonomen Public School 
District in Minnesota on the White Earth Res-
ervation, serving 612 students K-12, about 70 
percent being Native American. Bisek is looking 
at the possibility of reducing a bus route, mean-
ing longer riding times for students, and cutting 
an afterschool homework club program from four 
days a week to two. Currently, Bisek provides 
transportation at 5:30, using Impact Aid funds to 
provide transportation up to 25 miles away. With-
out that means of transportation, the students 
could in turn lose out on extracurricular activities 
due to the proximity issue. 

The first year of cuts is said to be manageable; 
how Native American students can be expected 
to perform at higher standards and meet the 
growing requirements while receiving fewer and 
fewer resources is a question that many educa-
tors are up against. For more information, to join 
the conversation visit us at our blog, The Full 
Montbel (link below). 
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Nearly 55 million students across the 
country attend schools that are aging, 
unhealthy, and not nearly up to the 
standards of the 21st century. Incorpo-
rating sustainable design, or “greening” 
schools, can significantly contribute 
student success in the classroom.

  40% of U.S. schools compromise 
student health and learning because 
they are subject to poor environ-
mental conditions

  14 million (school days missed a 
year due to asthma caused by poor 
indoor environmental quality)

IN THE CLASSROOM:
Children in classes with more daylighting: 

  Score 7%-18% higher on tests (than 
students in classrooms with less day-
lighting)

  Progress 20% faster in math
  Progress 26% faster in reading
  21% overall improvement in learning 
rates

EDUCATION MYTHS:
  Looking out a window distracts stu-
dents. 

  The number of computers in a school 
has a greater correlation to learning 
than daylighting. 

  The cost to design a green school is 
not worth it. 

Get the answers and more at The Full Montbel, 
just click on the link below.

COST OF A HEALTHY EDUCATION:
  Sustainable schools cost less than 2% 
more than schools built to minimal 
code compliance.

  $3 per square foot (average increase 
in cost for green school construction)

  $70 per square foot (direct / indirect 
savings to the school & community)

  $12 per square foot (direct savings 
from lower energy/water costs)

DOING OUR PART
  100% of Dyron Murphy Architects, 
P.C.’s schools are designed to be 
sustainable.

  The majority of our projects are 
designed to meet LEED certification 
standards. Over 20 of our projects 
have been LEED certified in recent 
years.

  Institute of American Indian Arts,   
Welcome Center | Santa Fe, NM

  Navajo Nation Office of Youth Develop-
ment, Shiprock Multipurpose Building| 
Shiprock, NM

  Navajo Nation Office of Youth Develop-
ment, Ft. Defiance Multipurpose Building | 
Ft. Defiance, NM

  Tule River Justice Center | Tule River, CA
  Riverside Indian School | Anadarko, OK

The Navajo Nation Justice Center at Chinle, Arizona 
will begin construction in August of 2013. Our team 

completed the construction documents in June.

Want to know more about education in Indian Country? Join the conversation at The Full Montbel: 
www.dyronmurphyarchitects.wordpress.com or log on to www.dyronmurphy.com
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