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FEATURETHE INSTITUTE OF AMERICAN INDIAN ARTS

BEHIND THE DESIGN

WELCOME CENTER | SANTA FE, NM

The Ins  tute of American Indian 
Arts con  nues to grow. The Lloyd 
Kiva New Welcome Center is the 
most recent addi  on to the Ins  tute 
of American Indian Arts campus. The 
building brings together administra  ve 
offi  ces, public art space, and a gallery, 
which is currently hos  ng Saluta  ons: 
1st IAIA Public Art Biennial. This show 
features the work of 35 IAIA graduates.

The dedica  on ceremony for the Wel-
come Center took place on Wednes-
day, March 26, 2014. Visitors were able 
to tour the building, and learn about 
Lloyd Kiva New for whom the building 

was named. The family of Lloyd Kiva 
New a  ended the grand opening.

The building was designed to blend 
with the exis  ng architecture of the 
IAIA campus, while also making a state-
ment that refl ects the ar  s  c values 
of the ins  tute. In order to meet this 
challenge, Dyron Murphy Architects 
used textured materials such as ex-
posed concrete and steel, and per-
forated metal to create a statement 
design unique to the IAIA campus.

The interior of the building is de-
signed to act as a canvas for showcas-

ing future artwork. The building was 
designed with the idea of gallery space 
in mind. Interiors spaces and display 
areas work cohesively, allowing the 
artwork to be the main focus.

The $3.4 million project was built 
adjacent to the Science and Technol-
ogy building, on a site with limited 
space. The building is an extension of 
the culture of the current campus. The 
new Welcome Center maintains the 
east/west axis connec  on to the dance 
circle and the totem pole to the west 
and the Hogan to the east.

Po  ery cra   and pa  ern design re-
fl ect cultural richness, diversity and 
iden  fi es Na  ve people. The Welcome 
Center’s fl oor pa  ern and fi nish mate-
rials were based upon this art. Many 
aspects were considered and refl ected 
upon during the development of the 
interior space concepts including:
• Geographical loca  on where IAIA es-

tablished its iden  ty: the Southwest.
• Various styles of po  ery from  

diff erent clay composi  ons.
• Polished concrete systems and 

porcelain  les were used to mimic 
this crea  ve process.

• Color aff ects people emo  onally 
and spiritually. Color selec  ons 
were based on: 
◊ Yellow is the color of the mind 

and intellect. It inspires original 
thought and inquisi  veness. 

◊ Red is the color of energy, ac  on, 
and passion. It promotes ambi-
 on and determina  on, nurturing 

pioneering spirits and leadership.  
◊ Black implies self control and dis-

cipline, independence and strong 
will. It protects against external 
emo  onal stress.  

◊ Brown encompasses the en  re 

fl oor pa  ern because it a ground-
ing color signifying stability, struc-
ture and support.

Left: Gallery with artwork; Center: Grand opening event; Right: Conference/seminar room

Project Highlights
14,556 sf

$3.4 million
2014



INTERVIEWINTERVIEW WITH AN INTERN 
ARCHITECT | ANTHONY ALVIDREZ

What led up to your interest in 
the fi eld of architecture? 
It began in high school – my mother 
owns a construc  on company. She 
brought home plans and I was look-
ing through them. I asked her who 
made them, and she told me that 

architects do. I thought, ‘oh! I could do 
that!’ 

When I got to college, I barely got into 
the undergraduate program. I really 
struggled with the “structured-yet-art-
sy” style that we were learning. It was 
hard for me to master. 

About 2 weeks before the semester 
started, I got accepted. I was ecsta  c! 
It got easier a  er that. It was probably 
around 301 (Design Studio 3) when I 
took off  and really got into it. Before I 
tried to do exactly what the professor 
wanted and what everyone else want-
ed. I had to learn to blow that off , and 
it really built my confi dence. 

How has your educa  onal 
experience been at UNM?
I feel like I did learn a lot. It’s really 
more on the student though. If you 
want to learn more and do really, 
really good, you have to do research 
and start your own projects. Librarians 
actually hate me – they would have to 
kick me out almost every single night! 

What did you choose to study on 
your own  me?
I looked into sustainability, green build-
ings, but I focused more on the design 

side and less on the technology end of 
it. My favorite component of architec-
ture is orienta  on and human factors. 
It’s incredible! The idea is pre  y easy: 
it takes into considera  on the actual 
human that will be in the building 
and scales it around the human. This 
includes things like window placement 
and walking paths; it’s  me consuming, 
but really important. 

What kind of insights have you 
gained on architecture through 
working with the team at DMA?
I’ve gained a lot of insight. I hang around 
Logan [Piburn, BIM/CAD, Coding Special-
ist] so much. He’s been teaching me the 
technical side of how you actually build 
a building – especially code. We don’t 
really learn that kind of stuff  in school. 
I love the road trips we go on because 
code is all we talk about.

What are your goals for the future? 
I want to fi nish the Master’s program 
and start my own fi rm with two of my 
best friends. All three of us are pursu-
ing our Masters right now. It would be a 
teaching fi rm. We want to always have 
architecture students in there. Having a 
mentor is so important as a student.

Do you have any advice for students 
interested in pursuing architecture? 
It’s not really advice, but more like a 
warning label: it takes passion to get 
through school, and passion to get 
through this career. Some days I’m 
so consumed by it, I don’t even know 
where the day goes. 

MESSAGELETTER FROM THE PARTNERS | DYRON MURPHY & JIM HOUSER

MOVING FORWARD | CONGRATULATIONS SAMANTHA!

The month of May marks changes with 
the passage of  me, when spring and 
summer collide, academia prepares to 
send its’ students forward into a new 
stage of life through gradua  on and 
promo  ons, and vaca  on  me is im-
minent.  In our realm of architecture, 
it represents an ideal period to build 
and construct during warmer weather, 
concluding a produc  ve winter phase 
of design and planning.  And so it goes, 
in the circle of living, we create and 
build upon knowledge gained during 
the prior months, and years.

During these past few months, we’ve 
witnessed change within our own 
ranks.  One disengages their career, 
while another starts anew.  In February, 
DMA bid farewell to one of our princi-
pals, Greg Comer, who has taken on a 
new role of being a writer.  Perhaps he 
has plans to travel this great country of 
ours, free from the day-to-day worry of 
running a business.  Our marke  ng co-
ordinator, Samantha Hewi  , is graduat-
ing from the University of New Mexico 
with degree in hand, and moving 
onward to explore new opportuni  es.  
We wish them the best in their new life 
endeavors, wherever they take them.

The company remains solid and fo-
cused on con  nuing a legacy of excel-
lence in design and customer service.  
This remains the cornerstone of our 
business philosophy, because we can-
not operate without clients for whom 
we strive to make a diff erence.

Enjoy a picnic, take in a ballgame, go 
fi shing, or just sit and daydream….a  er 
all, that’s what these days are made 
for…and take a look around because 
building construc  on is unfolding 
somewhere near you.  

The team at DMA is extremely proud of Intern Architect Anthony Alvidrez for be-
ing accepted into the University of New Mexico’s School of Architecture Graduate 
Program a  er receiving his Bachelor of Architecture degree this December. We 
wanted to know a li  le more about his journey up to this point, so we asked him a 
few ques  ons regarding his most challenging and inspired experiences.

Our marke  ng coordinator, Samantha 
Hewi  , is gradua  ng from the  
University of New Mexico with a 
degree in Strategic Communica  on!

We wish her the best as she moves 
forward and pursues new opportuni-
 es, chases her dreams, and sets new 

goals for herself. Her outstanding work 
with the DMA team, and her ability to 

meet any challenge with a smile and a 
posi  ve a   tude, has more than proven 
her abili  es to overcome any obstacle 
she may be presented with. We know 
that she will succeed in each of her fu-
ture endeavors. We’ve enjoyed working 
with you, Sam, and will miss you. 

Congratula  ons Samantha! 



PROJECTS

CULTURE

CURRENT DMA PROJECTS

DID YOU KNOW? COAST SALISH CARVINGS

Chinle Veteran’s Center | Chinle, AZ Tuba City Long Term Care | Tuba City, AZ Chinle Jus  ce Center | Chinle, AZ

Ak Chin Housing | Maricopa, AZ Riverside Indian School | Anadarko, OK To’hajiilee EMS | To’hajiilee, NM

• Tolikan Master Plan and Community 
Center Building | Tolikan Chapter, AZ

• Navajo Na  on Offi  ce of Youth De-
velopment, Shiprock Mul  purpose 
Youth Complex | Shiprock, NM

• Navajo Na  on Offi  ce of Youth 
Development, Ft. Defi ance Mul  -
purpose Center | Ft. Defi ance, AZ

• Tule River Jus  ce Center | Tulare 
County, CA

• Rough Rock Community School Fire 
Sta  on | Rough Rock AZ

• Zuni Public School District, Teach-
erage Improvement and Repair | 
Zuni, NM

The Coast Salish carving style is con-
sistent among many Pacifi c North-
western tribes, though unique to the 
geographical region.  The style is nearly 
5,000 years old and is characterized by 
shallow carvings with nega  ve back-
grounds (areas that are carved away, 
leaving a raised form). Most carvings 
are done in bone, stone, horn and 
wood, and depict images of creatures 

with exaggerated features or humans 
associated with various animals.

Elaborate pa  erns of concentric 
circles, crescents, ovals, and trigons 
are common in Coast Salish artwork 
and carvings as well. 

Photo Courtesy of Joe Mabel, 
Wikimedia Commons
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