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FEATURECHINLE WARRIORS HOME | CHINLE, AZ
The Chinle Warriors Home is a multi- 
million dollar project located in Chinle, 
Arizona, north of the existing nursing 
home and hospital. When constructed, 
this will be the first long-term care home 
for Native American veterans on tribal 
land in the United States. The goal be-
hind the design of this facility is to pro-
vide a traditional and welcoming home 
environment that represents traditional 
design elements and incorporates mod-
ern design ideas in an innovative way.

The building is approximately 46,000 sq 
ft and incorporates 60 single-occupancy 
bedroom units, as well as nursing  
facilities, activity areas, therapy gardens, 
balconies, kitchen and dining space, a 
conference room, a central Hogan room, 
and other support spaces. 

As one enters the site, they arrive at the 
main East entry courtyard that is flanked 
by two “arms” of the building, serving 
as a welcoming arrival point for the 
veterans and visitors, while functionally 
protecting the courtyard from the harsh 
sun and weather. The two story Hogan, 
with a large, round window that repre-
sents the four cardinal directions, is the 
center of the facility and helps  facilitate 
a strong sense of community and  
tradition in the home for the veterans 
and visitors alike.

The site design pays homage to the 
five military branches and the various 
wars our veterans have been a part of, 
in an elegant and thoughtful way. As 
one walks out of the building toward 
the East, a war timeline is represented 
through a band in the sidewalk flanked 

with granite monuments for each war. 
This path leads to a ceremonial flag and 
eternal flame monument courtyard at 
the East end of the site. As one walks 
West towards the building, an undulat-
ing walkway in the sidewalk represents 
each warrior’s path back home after the 
wars. A bronze warrior statue is located 
in the entry courtyard and is situated 
atop a concrete planter that is surrounded 
by bronze military branch plaques.  
Additionally, when viewed from the 
upper balconies, the war path and the 
“bow” structure form a warrior’s bow 
and arrow, furthering the symbolism and 
traditional elements of the facility.

Special features of the facility include 
vegetated roofs, planter cubes, metal 
wall panels, patterned concrete pav-
ers, metal sun shades, and a strong 

Left: Isometric rendering;   Center: Building section rendering;     Right: Entry rendering
building envelope. The vegetated roofs 
are reminiscent of traditional Navajo 
mud-roofed hogans. These roofs, as 
well as the aluminum planter cubes at 
the balconies, grow plants such as sage 
and lavender that are both local to the 
area and culturally significant. Insulated 
metal wall panels at the Hogan and east 
walls also represent the log structure 
of traditional hogans. Various colored 
concrete pavers at the balconies are laid out 
in traditional Navajo rug pattern design. 
Metal sun shades on the south and west 
facades protect resident rooms from 
harsh sunlight in the summer. Foamed-
in-place insulation used in conjunction 
with a DOW Thermax Rigid Insulation 

and stucco system provide a superior 
building envelope. These features, 
together with thoughtful intent in the 
planning phase and attention to the 

details of the native culture, ensure a 
successful blend of tradition and modern 
innovation for the Chinle Warriors Home.





INTERVIEWINTERVIEW WITH AN INTERN 
ARCHITECT | ALEXIS GAUTHIER

What led up to your interest in the 
field of architecture? 
My interest in architecture began at a 
very early age. In fact, I do not  remem-
ber ever not being interested in it. 

My dad was in architecture school 
shortly after I was born, and being 

the only child not old enough to 
go to school, I ended up in the 
studio with him at odd times, 
absolutely enamored by what 

he was doing. 

I quickly became the studio pet of 
sorts and many of the students would 

pile up their scraps for me to play with. 
Everything was probably just a jumbled 
mess of glue and basswood, but that act 
of designing and building made my  
interest burgeon until I decided that it 
would become my life’s work.

How has your educational 
experience been at UNM?
This past May, I graduated cum laude 
from the University of New Mexico 
with my Bachelor of Arts in Architec-
ture and begin the Masters of Architec-
ture program at UNM this August.

What did you choose to study on 
your own time?
I choose to study anything dealing 
with history. Whether it be the Arts, 
Architecture, Mythology, or Literature, 
among other disciplines, I am fasci-
nated with how the past has influenced 
the present time and how it is bound 
to influence the future as we will come 
to know it. 

The cyclical patterns of history are 
intriguing, and, I feel that, unless we 
understand the past and (at the very 
least) the cultural, socio-economical, 
and religious implications of a time and 
place, we will not be able to truly de-
sign and create places and spaces that 
will accommodate its client not only 
today, but tomorrow as well. 

What kind of insights have you 
gained on architecture through 
working with the team at DMA?
In school, we’re taught theories and 
principles, many of which are of great 
value, but we can never fully understand 
what is being taught because we do not 
see it in practice. We have such a sense 
of starry-eyed idealism about how we 
are going to change the world on our 
own, but, that idealism is often ill-placed 
and quite simply, unrealistic. 

Working with DMA, I have begun to  
correlate and understand what I’ve been 
taught in school much more than I could 
have ever understood on my own and 
that starry-eyed idealism is starting to 
become more manageable and attain-
able as I deal with a smaller scope of the 
world while working on a team, instead 
of taking on the world on my own. 

What are your goals for the future? 
In terms of architecture, my primary 
goal is to obtain my credentials for 
licensure as an architect. I’m not sure 
where I will go before or after that goal 
is reached, but I know that I want to be 
an architect. I constantly push myself 
to learn and to make my portion of the 

The team at DMA is extremely proud of Intern Architect Alexis Gauthier for  being 
accepted into the University of New Mexico’s School of Architecture Graduate 
Program after receiving her Bachelor of Architecture degree this May. We wanted 
to know a little more about her journey up to this point, so we asked Alexis a few 
questions regarding her most challenging and inspired experiences.



MESSAGEPRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE | DYRON MURPHY & JIM HOUSER
Dyron Murphy Architects, PC has 
enjoyed the collaborations of three col-
lege interns this summer, and as they 
transition back into their respective 
study atmosphere, we wish them the 
best and thank them for their contribu-
tions at DMA.  Career building is seem-
ingly a never-ending journey, marked 
by successes, failures, but always in 
the end, supported with the yearning 
for knowledge and experience.  Kudos 
to all the returning college students 
for their fall studies, who seek to make 
architecture their career.

DMA has always supported working 
with students, from the high school 
level through graduate level.  To give 
someone a chance to experience 
firsthand, the complexities of the work-
ing environment of architecture and 
construction, is valuable and one that 
we promote.  These very students gain 
knowledge of not only how building 
components are assembled, but the 
very fabric of design and how culture 
and people play a part in its develop-
ment.

Here’s to all students, far and near, who 
seek knowledge and vision in decipher-
ing their life’s calling.  Keep your nose 
to the grindstone and never give up.
   Dyron Murphy   

The fall season is right around 
the corner and school is back in 
session, which means the second 
annual Student Architect Sketch 
Competition(SASC) is about to 
begin.

Early September, keep a look out 
for our SASC flyer and we encour-
age all Native American students 
and schools to participate from 
grades K-12.

world (no matter how large or small that 
portion may be) a better place than it 
was before I became a part of it.

Do you have any advice for students 
interested in pursuing architecture? 
My advice for those pursuing a degree 
in architecture would be to begin  
working in a firm as soon as possible. 
There are so many great things that are 
learned in school, but until you begin 
applying these lessons in the real world, 
you cannot truly understand how to  
utilize these theories and principles in 
the most efficient and applicable way. 
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